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Since 2009, Rural Development has provided grants and loans to help approximately 89,000 rural 
small businesses grow, creating or saving more than 420,000 jobs; invested in more than 6,600 
critical community projects including hospitals, libraries, schools, and public safety facilities; helped 
more than 900,000 rural families buy, repair or refinance a home, and provided funding for more 
than 3,000 multi-family housing developments; invested in new and improved broadband service to 
nearly 1.5 million rural residents, which expands access to state-of-the-art health care, educational 
and cultural resources, and provides the opportunity for local businesses to compete in the global 
economy; helped modernize rural electric infrastructure for about 8.5 million rural residents and 
businesses; and provided grants and loans for water and waste-water projects to help safeguard 
the health of approximately 14.5 million rural residents.  

At USDA Rural Development, many of our employees live and work in the same rural communities 
alongside our rural customers and stakeholder and partner organizations. Aside from our 
commitment solely to rural America, it is this network of staff— in addition to our programs that 
make our Mission Area unique.    

On behalf of USDA Rural Development, I look forward to continuing our mission and supporting 
investments that create economic prosperity and opportunity for rural Americans in the months 
and years to come.   

At the February 2014 ceremony to sign the 2014 Farm Bill, President Barack Obama remarked, 
"We are now better positioned for the 21st century than any other country on earth." Supporting 
rural America has been a key goal for President Obama since he took office, as a strong rural 
economy is the foundation for a healthy American economy. I am proud to chair the White House 
Rural Council to help carry out President Obama's vision to strengthen rural communities, and I 
am proud that the Department of Agriculture (USDA) has made historic investments in rural 
America designed to drive job growth and ensure the development of a rural economy that is 
built to last. 

USDA Rural Development provides loan and grant financing as well as technical assistance to 
develop housing, community facilities, businesses, infrastructure, and renewable energy ventures 
in rural areas. In addition to providing direct loan and grant assistance, USDA Rural Development 
also partners with private sector lenders and development organizations to carry out local 
community development projects. Rural Development's more than 40 financial assistance 
programs, in addition to its ability to leverage private sector resources, give USDA the flexibility to 
invest in a wide range of projects that are reinvigorating rural towns and bringing new job 
opportunities for local residents.  

It has been another impressive year for USDA Rural Development in Iowa.  Total investment in our 
state this year was more than $404 million.  Since 2009, USDA Rural Development has invested 
more than $3 billion on essential public facilities, small and emerging businesses, water and sewer 
systems, and housing opportunities for Iowa families.  

When you look across this state, you will see the impact of USDA Rural Development 
everywhere.  This agency made loans, loan guarantees and grants in every Iowa county this past 
year.  And those investments are making a difference in the quality of life in rural Iowa.  Indeed, 
rural Iowa is full of strong, vibrant communities that are great places to live, with good jobs, and 
clean water. 

All of these investments have made rural Iowa stronger.  As you read this report, not only will you 
see what we have done, but hopefully you will learn how we can help your community as well. 



 

Iowa 2014 Progress Report 

Rural Business and Cooperative Programs 

Helping community leaders identify ways to improve 
economic opportunities in rural America is a leading 
emphasis at USDA Rural Development. 

Through a variety of job-creation programs the agency 
partners with private and community-based organizations to 
create and preserve quality jobs in rural communities and 
move America forward. 

USDA Rural Development’s Business and Industry (B&I) 
guaranteed loan program helps back the business of rural 
America by providing protection and incentives to lenders. In 
turn, businesses benefiting from a loan guarantee have a 
better chance of receiving the financing and terms they need 
so they can thrive. 

USDA Rural Development has a long-standing initiative that 
assists rural electric and telephone cooperatives and 
community-development organizations in their efforts to 

improve the rural economy. 

The agency also assists small businesses and producers 
through its Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) 
that provides financial assistance when energy-
efficiency improvements are made to reduce energy 
costs or when renewable energy systems such as wind 
turbines, geothermal and solar are installed. 

FY 2014 Results 

In fiscal year 2014, Rural Development invested $58 
million in Iowa rural businesses, supporting 102 
projects. Business and Cooperative Programs serve 
Iowa communities by creating new businesses, growing 
production, maintaining jobs, conducting feasibility 
studies, improving rural energy development, creating 
professional business plans, and increasing revenue for 
rural business ventures.  

During the past two years USDA Rural Development has awarded Iowa Choice Harvest of Marshalltown with loan guarantee  
and Value-Added Producer Grant funds totaling $662,184 to help purchase equipment for the food processing facility, build an 
accounting and financial software system and develop marketing materials.  Secretary Vilsack visited the business in August 
2014. 
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Rural Housing Programs 

USDA Rural Development has two low-interest, no-down-
payment loan programs to help eligible families living in rural 
communities and areas purchase new or existing homes.  
Loans, and some grants, are also available to help families 
make needed repairs to their homes. 
 
Eligible homes must be located in a rural area and/or 
community of generally less than 20,000. In most cases, a 
family of four with an adjusted annual income of up to 
$74,750 may qualify for the agency’s guaranteed home loan 
program.  If that same family of four’s adjusted annual 
income is less than $46,800 they may also qualify for a direct 
loan from the agency. These income limits increase in 
communities located near metro areas.  
 
USDA Rural Development also provides financing for more 
than 430 apartment complexes in rural Iowa. These 

complexes provide rural residents with access to more 
than 8,800 apartment units. Rent in the apartments is 
based on income, and rental assistance may be 
available depending on the income of the tenant. 

FY 2014 Results 

USDA Rural Development improved rural housing in 
Iowa with $241 million in loans and grants to build, 
repair, rehabilitate, and purchase homes that 
ultimately improve the quality of life.  Rural 
Development provides funding for single-family homes, 
apartments for lower-income families or the elderly, 
and housing for farm laborers. In fiscal year 2014, the 
agency obligated 70 direct loans and 2,338 guaranteed 
loans to finance homes for rural Iowa households and 
families.  

Photo on right: Leon Kauzlarich (left) and his son, David, both U.S. Army veterans, make a special effort  to visit rural cemeteries 
each Memorial Day to place American flags on the graves of fallen soldiers. As a senior with mobility issues, Leon missed three re-
cent Memorial Day observances because he was unable to navigate the front steps of his home. With the help of a USDA Rural De-
velopment home repair grant paired with assistance from the Chariton Valley Regional Housing Trust Fund, Leon was able to make 
critical repairs to his home, including a new ramp, and continue his Memorial Day tradition with his son. 
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Community Programs 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development’s 
Community Programs offers direct and guaranteed loans and 
grants to finance and facilitate the development on a wide 
variety of different types of essential community facilities 
including water and sewer projects.   

These include hospitals, nursing homes, health clinics; police, 
fire or rescue facilities, equipment or vehicles; libraries; and 
municipal or county buildings.   

Applicants must have the legal authority to borrow and repay 
loans, to pledge security for loans, and construct, operate, 
and maintain the facilities. They must also be financially 
sound and able to organize and manage the facility 
effectively.  

Contact Rural Development for information about programs 
and advice on how to assemble information to determine 

Bill Menner, USDA Rural Development State Director in Iowa (second from right), participated in a groundbreaking ceremony 
to celebrate the beginning of a large expansion and renovation project at Greene County Medical Center in Jefferson on April 3, 
2014.  USDA Rural Development provided an $18 million direct loan and $2 million loan guarantee to assist with the extensive 
facility-improvement project that includes the construct ion of a 51,000-square-foot addition to the existing facility for a new 
primary care unit with private patient rooms, a new surgery area and new space for radiology, laboratory and respiratory 
therapy.  

engineering feasibility, economic soundness, cost 
estimates, organization, financing and management 
matters.  We can also help with your application. 

FY 2014 Results 

During fiscal year 2014, USDA Rural Development 
invested $25 million in rural Iowa through community 
facilities loans and grants. The 56 projects included 
funding for schools, hospitals and fire safety 
equipment.  

USDA Rural Development invested $53 million during 
fiscal year 2014 through more then 30 infrastructure 
projects to provide reliable and clean drinking water, 
waste treatment systems, electric power, and 
telecommunications services in rural communities in 
Iowa. 
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Iowa Investments FY 2014 

Program Amount Award 

Business and Industry Guaranteed Loans $41,776,500 7 

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Loans and Grants $854,175 47 

Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants (REDLG) $12,886,000 21 

Rural Business Enterprise Grants $519,999 9 

Ag Marketing Resource Center Grants $203,943 1 

Intermediary Relending Program Loans $500,000 1 

Value-Added Producer Grants $434,410 6 

Advanced Biofuel Payments $791,966 10 

Rural Microentrepreneur  Assistance Program $250,000 2 

Single Family Housing Direct Loans $6,016,543 70 

Single Family Housing Guaranteed Loans $240,558,726 2,338 

Home Repair Loans and Grants $734,231 161 

Housing Preservation Grants $41,740 2 

Multi-Family Housing Voucher Assistance Program $982,462 312 

Multi-Family Housing Preservation and Revitalization Program $167,172 3 

Rental Assistance $20,476,368 5,004 units 

Community Facility Direct Loans, Guaranteed Loans and Grants $25,560,176 56 

Water and Environmental Program Loans and Grants $24,156,250 24 

Telecommunications Loans and Grants $14,690,000 1 

Electric Loans $12,345,000 3 

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grants $790,350 2 

 Total $404,736,011 8,080 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its 

customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, 

color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and 

where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, 

sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in 

any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohib-

ited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

To File an Employment Complaint 

 If you wish to file an employment complaint, you must contact your agency’s 

EEO Counselor (PDF) within 45 days of the date of the alleged discriminatory act, 

event, or in the case of a personnel action. Additional information can be found 

online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html. 

To File a Program Complaint 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete 

the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://

www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 

(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of 

the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or 

letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudi-

cation, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 

(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

Persons with Disabilities 

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you 

wish to file either an EEO or program complaint please contact USDA through 

the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). 

Persons with disabilities who wish to file a program complaint, please see infor-

mation above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If you require 

alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 

print, audiotape, etc.) please contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 

(voice and TDD). 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

For any other information dealing with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-

gram (SNAP) issues, persons should either contact the USDA SNAP Hotline Num-

ber at (800) 221-5689, which is also in Spanish or call the State Information/

Hotline Numbers. 

All Other Inquiries 

For any other information not pertaining to civil rights, please refer to the listing 

of the USDA Agencies and Offices for specific agency information. 

On the web:  www.rd.usda.gov/ia 

USDA Rural Development 

Bill Menner, State Director 

State Office 

210 Walnut Street,  

Rm. 873    

Des Moines, IA  50309 

Phone:  515-284-4663 

www.rd.usda.gov/ia 

Twitter: @RD_Iowa  

Iowa Falls Area  Office 

641-648-5181, Ext. 4 

Waverly Area Office 

319-352-1715, Ext. 4 

Tipton Area Office 

563-886-6006, Ext. 4 

Mt. Pleasant Area Office 

319-986-5800, Ext. 4 

Albia Area Office 

641-932-3031, Ext. 4 

Indianola Area Office 

515-961-5365, Ext. 4 

Storm Lake Area Office 

712-732-1851, Ext. 4 

Humboldt Area Office 

515-332-4411, Ext. 4 

Atlantic Area Office 

712-243-2107, Ext. 4 

Le Mars Area Office 

712-546-5149, Ext. 4 


